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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is response to Request for Continued Examination (RCE) transmitted 
on 25 March 2008. Claims 1,3-8, 10-13, 17, and 19-23 are pending in the present 
application. Claims 1, 8, and 17 has been amended and claims 2, 9, 14-16, and 18 has 
been cancelled. 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 25 
March 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3-8, 10-13, 17, and 19-23 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, macliine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 8, 10-13, 17, -19-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. According to specification 
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par. 0039, the claims 8, 10-13 are directed to hardware and software or a combination 
of hardware and software and claims 17 and 19-23 are directed to program products, 
which are directed to non-statutory subject matter. Therefore, the claims as whole are 
found to be directed to a non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

4. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Virta (US 2005/0065832) in view of Wies et al. (Wies) (US 7,159,008) and further in 

view of Achacoso et al. (Achacoso) (US 6,161 ,149). 

Regarding claim 1, Virta discloses substantially the invention as claimed a method for 
comparing free time for members of a chat, comprising: storing individual calendars 
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corresponding to each member of the chat (par. [0013]; user's personal time, and 
storing at least one respective interval of time) and at least one person who is not a 
member of the chat; initiating a free time comparison (par. [0002]; free time slots) in 
response to an actuation of a selection mechanism via a chat interface, the chat 
interface comprising a chat area for displaying a dialog between the members of the 
chat; combining the individual calendars corresponding to each member of the chat 
and the at least one person who is not a member of the chat into a free time summary 
calendar (par. [0012]; combine two or more calendar databases into one combined 
calendar database), wherein the free time summary calendar Indicates at least one of 
free time periods that are simultaneously available to all of the members of the chat 
(par. [0002]; simultaneous free time slot, par. [0014]) and the at least one person who is 
not a member of the chat and conflict time periods during which at least two chat 
members simultaneously have an event scheduled (fig. 1, par. [0031]; scheduling 
conflict); and enlarging the chat interface and displaying the free time summary 
calendar adjacent to the chat area of the chat interface. 

Virta substantially discloses the invention for the above reason however does not 
explicitly disclose wherein said chat Interface, at least one person who Is not a member 
of the chat, In response to an actuation of a selection mechanism via a chat Interface, 
the chat Interface comprising a chat area for displaying a dialog between the members 
of the chat, and enlarging the chat interface and displaying the free time summary 
calendar adjacent to the chat area of the chat interface. 
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In the same field of invention, Wies and Achacoso discloses wherein said chat 
interface (see Wies: col. 2, lines 5-15; chat interface), at least one person who is not a 
member of the chat ( see Achacoso: abstract, col. 1, lines 5-17; communication 
information among members of a distributed discussion group having peripheral 
communication devices involves communication between the peripheral communication 
and central agent and the central agent receives and stores messages intended for at 
least one other group member), in response to an actuation of a selection mechanism 
via a chat interface, the chat interface comprising a chat area for displaying a dialog 
between the members of the chat (see Achacoso: figures 3-4; col. 9, lines 7-29; chat 
window 104 displays the text messages typed in by the user as well as messages sent 
from other users that are currently connected . .etc.), and enlarging the chat interface 
and displaying the free time summary calendar adjacent to the chat area of the chat 
interface (see Achacoso: figures 3-4; col. 9, lines 7-29 and detail description of figures). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art of networking at 
the time of the invention to combine the teaching of Virta, Wies, and Achacoso for 
comparing free time for chat members. Motivation for doing so would have been 
comprises a user calendar database for integrating data from the personal time recorder 
and the interval storage unit into the electronic schedule (see Virta: par. [0015], lines 5- 
8). 



Regarding claim 2, (Cancelled). 
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Regarding claim 3, Virta discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the free time 
summary calendar indicates free time periods and conflict time periods in a format 
selected from the group consisting of a day view format, week view format, and month 
view format (par. [0024]). 

Regarding claim 4, Virta discloses the method of claim 3, wherein the day view format 
and the week view format indicate free time periods and conflict time periods during a 
predetermined time span (par. [0014], [0024], [0031]). 

Regarding claim 5, Virta discloses the method of claim 3, wherein the day view format 
and the week view format indicate free time periods that are simultaneously available to 
all of the members of the chat (par. [0002]; simultaneous free time slot, par. [0024]). 

Regarding claim 6, Virta discloses the method of claim 3, wherein the month view 
indicates free days during which there is at least one simultaneously available free time 
period for all of the members of the chat (par. [0002]; simultaneous free time slot, par. 
[0014]), and conflict days during which there are no simultaneously available free time 
periods for all of the members of the chat (fig. 1, par. [0031]; scheduling conflict). 

Regarding claim 7, Virta discloses the method of claim 3, further comprising: switching 
between the day view format, week view format, and month view format (par. [0024]). 
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Regarding claim 8, Virta discloses substantially the invention as claimed a system for 
comparing free time for members of a chat, comprising: a storage unit for storing 
individual calendars corresponding to each member of the chat (par. [0013]; user's 
personal time, and storing at least one respective interval of time) and at least one 
person who is not a member of the chat; a system for initiating a free time comparison 
(par. [0002]; free time slots) in response to an actuation of a selection mechanism via a 
chat interface, the chat interface comprising a chat area for displaying a dialog between 
the members of the chat; a free time summary calendar system for combining the 
individual calendars corresponding to each member of the chat and the at least one 
person who is not a member of the chat into a free time summary calendar (par. [0012]; 
combine two or more calendar databases into one combined calendar database), 
wherein the free time summary calendar indicates at least one of free time periods that 
are simultaneously available to all of the members of the chat ((par. [0002]; 
simultaneous free time slot, par. [0014]) and the at least one person who is not a 
member of the chat and conflict time periods during which at least two chat members 
simultaneously have an event scheduled (fig. 1, par. [0031]; scheduling conflict); and a 
display for displaying the free time summary calendar (par. [0012]), wherein the chat 
interface is enlarged and the free time summary calendar is displayed adjacent to the 
chat area of the chat interface. 

Virta substantially discloses the invention for the given reason above however 
does not explicitly disclose wherein said chat interface, at least one person who is not a 
member of the chat, in response to an actuation of a selection mechanism via a chat 
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interface, the chat interface comprising a chat area for displaying a dialog between the 
members of the chat, and wherein the chat interface is enlarged and the free time 
summary calendar is displayed adjacent to the chat area of the chat interface. 

In the same field of invention, Wies and Achacoso disclose wherein said chat 
interface (see col. 2, lines 5-15; chat interface), at least one person who is not a 
member of the chat (see Achacoso: abstract, col. 1, lines 5-17; communication 
information among members of a distributed discussion group having peripheral 
communication devices involves communication between the peripheral communication 
and central agent and the central agent receives and stores messages intended for at 
least one other group member), in response to an actuation of a selection mechanism 
via a chat interface, the chat interface comprising a chat area for displaying a dialog 
between the members of the chat (see Achacoso: figures 3-4; col. 9, lines 7-29; chat 
window 104 displays the text messages typed in by the user as well as messages sent 
from other users that are currently connected . .etc.), and wherein the chat interface is 
enlarged and the free time summary calendar is displayed adjacent to the chat area of 
the chat interface (see Achacoso: figures 3-4; col. 9, lines 7-29 and detail description of 
figures). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art of networking at 
the time of the invention to combine the teaching of Virta, Wies and Achacoso for 
comparing free time for chat members. Motivation for doing so would have been 
comprises a user calendar database for integrating data from the personal time recorder 



Application/Control Number: 10/726,457 
Art Unit: 2144 



Page 9 



and the interval storage unit into the electronic schedule (see Virta: par. [0015], lines 5- 
8). 

Regarding claim 9, (Cancelled). 

Regarding claim 10, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed above (see 
claim 3 above). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the limitation of this claim has already been addressed above (see 
claim 4 above). 

Regarding claim 12, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed above (see 
claim 5 above). 

Regarding claim 13, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed above (see 
claim 6 above). 

Regarding claims 14-16, (Cancelled). 

Regarding Independent claim 17, the limitation of this claim has already been 
addressed above (see Independent claim 1 above) except a program product stored on 
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a computer-readable medium for comparing free time for members of a chat, which 
Virta discloses (see abstract, par. [0014], [0034]; computer readable medium). 

Regarding claim 18, (Cancelled). 

Regarding claim 19, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed above (see 
claim 3 above). 

Regarding claim 20, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed above (see 
claim 4 above). 

Regarding claim 21, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed above (see 
claim 5 above). 

Regarding claim 22, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed above (see 
claim 6 above). 

Regarding claim 23, the limitation of this claim has already been addressed above (see 
claim 7 above). 



Conclusion 
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5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Please see the form PTO-892 (Notice of Cited Reference) for a 
list of more relevant prior arts. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to UMAR CHEEMA whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3037. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Jr. Vaughn can be reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Uc 
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